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to the occasion, controlling our internal sorrow at the disap-
pearance of our work, thinking only altruistically. The
machine is in pieces, but the work lives on. You are our
work, the seven hundred and twenty officers who to-morrow
will be in company with the common soldier, whom you
will guard and lead; who, constituting a great portion of the
professional army, will be, without doubt, champions of
loyalty, gentlemanliness, discipline, the fulfilment of duty
and the spirit of sacrifice for country, all qualities inherent in
the true soldier, among which stands out above all discipline,
that sublime virtue indispensable to the life of any army,
and which you are bound to keep as the most precious of
your possessions.
"Discipline! . . . never well defined and understood.
Discipline! . . . which carries with it no merit when the
command is pleasant and easy. Discipline! . . . which shows
its true worth when the mind advises otherwise, when the
heart fights to rise up in spiritual rebellion, or when the
command is arbitrary or erroneous. This is the discipline
which we inculcate in you. This is the example which we
offer you.
"Elevate your thoughts towards the Fatherland, and
sacrifice all for it, for if there is choice and free will for the
common citizen, that is not so for those who receive the
sacred care of the arms of the nation, and who for its service
must sacrifice all their actions.
"I hope that this "companionship born in these first days
of your military life, spent together, will last through the
years, and that our love for our adopted arms will always
have as its aim the welfare of the nation and consideration
and mutual affection among the members of the Army.
Fellowship that carries with it help to the comrade in
distress, happiness in his progress, applause for the one who
stands out, and sympathy for the one who has been mis-